Introduction
The ticks of the family Argasidae are known mainly by larval descriptions, and their morphology, including chaetotaxy, is used to describe genera and species. Nevertheless, argasid classification is in a state of flux because taxonomists lack consensus on the genus-level classification of ticks (Guglielmone et al. 2010) . Estrada-Peña et al. (2010) mentions that there are two factors contributing to this scenario: first, the lack of adequate guidelines, based on stable morphological features, for a reliable definition of genera and second, the high biodiversity of Argasidae, which it has been underestimated in the compilation of taxonomic keys, mainly in the Neotropical region (Nava et al. 2010; Dantas-Torres et al. 2012) . Thus, considering the uncertainty of the classification of the family Argasidae, we have adopted the classical systematic proposed by Hoogstraal (1985) and maintained by Guglielmone et al. The genus Ornithodoros is the most diverse of the family Argasidae, having 116 described species in the world, from which 55 occur in the Neotropical region and 16 belong to the Brazilian tick fauna (Dantas-Torres et al. 2009; Guglielmone et al. 2010; 2012; Venzal et al. 2012; Venzal et al. 2013; Nava et al. 2013) . Approximately 86 species of Ornithodoros are included in the group Alectorobius, which was considered a subgenus by Clifford et al. (1964) and Kohls et al. (1965 Kohls et al. ( , 1969 . From these, 46 species are distributed in the Neotropics and only 21 of them have a brief description of an unspecified nymphal instar.
The species Ornithodoros mimon Kohls, Clifford & Jones is an argasid tick common on Chiroptera, but very aggressive towards humans, and was for long time known only from the larval description (Kohls et al., 1969) . The
